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Purpose 

Rotary International District 5330  
conducts an annual speech contest for 
high-school-age students to honor the 
Rotary Four-Way Test: 

Of all the things we think, say or do, 

First: Is it the TRUTH? 

Second: Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

Third: Will it BUILD GOODWILL AND 
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

Fourth: Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

The goals of the contest are 

1. To acquaint a large number of
youth with the Rotary Four-Way
Test of ethical behavior

2. To demonstrate and enhance
Rotary’s commitment to youth

3. To heighten awareness of Rotary
among youth, parents, schools,
and the community

4. To promote public speaking as an
important vocational skill

5. To recognize, encourage, and
reward hard work and
accomplishment among youth
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Rotary Club of Murrieta
Speech Competition
Tuesday, December 3, 2024 

6:00p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Murrieta Valley USD Office 

41870 McAlby Court, Murrieta CA 

Club Performance & Awards for Winner & 
Runners-up 

First place $400
Second place $300
Third place $200

One Club Winner Advances 
to Rotary District Finals

Venue to be determined
Rotary District Awards 

First place $700 
Second place $600 
Third place $500 
Fourth place $400 
Fifth place $300 

6th-10th place $200 per contestant 

District Winner will speak at 
 a Rotary District Event 

Venue and date to be determined 

Competition Levels 

2024-25 

Preliminary 
Summary 
Rotary 
International 
District 5330 
Four-Way 
Test Speech 
Contest 

Rotary International's 2024-25 Theme 

Notations in red indicate changes 
from previous contests.  

All information is subject to change prior 
to the issuance of the official 2024-25 

packet in August. 

Contact Information 

Joey Wilson Chairperson, 
Murrieta Rotary Four-Way Test 
Speech Contest Rotary International 
District 5330 
Mobile/Text 951.440.1100 
Email jrw4biz@gmail.com 

Please Reference “RFWT Speech” 
in email subject line.  



SPEECH 
GUIDELINES 

SUBJECT: Each contestant should choose 
the topic of his/her speech.  The purpose 
of the speech is to address an ethical issue 
using the principles of the 4-Way Test.  
Topics should be interesting and relevant 
to the speaker’s interests or experiences. 
There are no restrictions regarding the 
choice of topic as long as the topic is not 
profane, obscene, unpatriotic or racist. If 
a contestant or coach is in doubt about 
the appropriateness of a topic, they 
should check with the Club Contest Chair. 
The decision of the Contest Chair will be 
final.  All speeches must he the original 
work of the speaker. 

The topic must be specifically subjected 
to The Rotary Four-Way Test. The Four-
Way Test must be integrated throughout 
the body of the speech and is not to be 
reserved for concluding statements only. 

SPEAKER’S NOTES: Speakers may use 
notes at the club level. Only one 3x5 card 
will be allowed through any elimination 
rounds. No notes or props are allowed at 
District Finals. No audience participation is 
allowed. District finalists must submit 
written or typed copies of their speeches 
to the chairperson prior to the District 
Finals. 

SPEAKING AIDS: Speakers will perform 
without a lectern at the District Contest. If 
the size of the room necessitates use of a 
microphone, microphones will be provided.  

 

SPEAKER 
QUALIFICATIONS 

QUALIFICATIONS: Contestants must 
be currently in attendance at a public or 
private high school or charter school, or 
be home schooled within Rotary District 
5330. No student may be a contestant in 
more than one Club Contest in any one 
year. Clubs may recruit contestants from 
a high school shared with another club. 
A District first place winner may not 
participate again. Nothing in our rules 
shall prohibit clubs from developing their 
own procedures, requirements, and/or 
guidelines for their contest. This could 
include asking the speakers for a copy of 
their speech. 

DISQUALIFICATION: Any speaker 
who does not show up in time for the 
drawing for speaking position will be the 
first speaker if that speaker arrives 
before the contest begins. If a contestant 
appears after the first speech has begun, 
the late contestant will be disqualified. 

Contestants will be disqualified if their 
speech is determined to be profane, 
obscene, unpatriotic, or racist, or if 
contest managers observe that a 
member of the audience is attempting 
to coach the speaker, either vocally or 
by gesture. 
 
EXPENSES: The sponsoring club will 
pay all entrance fees for the contest. 
Finalists are responsible for getting 
themselves to the District Finals. Lunch at 
the finals for the speaker and a parent 
will be paid by the District.  

JUDGING 
QUALITY CRITERIA: Judging will be 
based on a 100-point system: 
CONTENT (up to 20 points): 
Introduction, Originality, 
Organization, Conclusion 
DELIVERY (up to 20 points): 
Voice Control, Enunciation, 
Articulation, Diction, Body 
Language 
USE OF ROTARY’S FOUR-WAY TEST 
(up to 30 points): Four-Way Test 
Integration 
TOTAL IMPACT (Up to 30 points): 
Overall Appeal, Persuasiveness, Impact 
 
TIMING: Each speech must be greater 
than, or equal to, five (5) minutes in 
length. In addition, each speech must be 
less than, or equal to, eight (8) minutes in 
length. Penalty points will be deducted 
from a contestant’s score at the rate of 
two (2) points for each fifteen (15) 
seconds or fraction thereof that a 
contestant either runs over the eight 
minute maximum or under the five minute 
minimum.  

JUDGES’ PROCESS: Judges will total the 
points for each speaker and rank their 
ballots. Contest managers will apply any 
penalty points, and re-rank ballots as 
necessary. The judges’ ballots are 
confidential. 

Any protest relative to the conduct of a 
contestant or the operation of a contest, at 
any level of the contest, must be made to 
the chairperson of that particular contest 
before the winners are announced. The 
decision of the chairperson will be final. 


